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Debt Collection in VA
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FORFEITING YOUR RIGHTS

How Alabama’s Profit-Driven Civil Asset Forfeiture Scheme
Undercuts Due Process and Property Rights
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A Snapshot of Evictions
in North Carolina

By SYDNEY
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All Criminal and Civil
(Maryland)

Legal nonprofit expands access to Maryland court data with system
aimed at helping low-income clients
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MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE

MARYLAND JUDICIARY CASE SEARCH DATA

Matthew Stubenberg may be leaving his job as information technology director at Maryland
Volunteer Lawyers Service later this month, but his chief accomplishment at the Baltimore
nonprofit will remain for years to come: a perpetually-updating, searchable database of every

criminal and civil case in the state.

In his three years at the nonprofit that provides civil legal services to low-income clients,
Stubenberg has built a duplicate of the Maryland Judiciary’s publicly available online case
search system — but with one major improvement. The MVLS database can be dissected in
ways that the state’s database cannot to reveal trends — in litigation, police charges, arrests,
outcome — over weeks, months and years.

The nonprofit's system has “scraped” the available online data for 25 million cases dating
back to 1990 and reconfigured them in a way that allows anyone with a free account to devise
searches using a coding language known as SQL. And the group, working with the Maryland




Opportunities .

- we’ve seen more and more cases where court
data can be used to shine a light on legal process
problems within the courts and bad actors who
are leveraging courts for personal gain

. Challenges

- open data movement is strong (and not going

away)
-gathering the data today requires significant technical
-considerable interest from organizations outside chops
of the legal world for this information
-courts are cash strapped and making data publically

-e-filing is improving data quality accessible for secondary analysis is a low priority

-administrative data needs to be cleaned/harmonized




Office of Data Governance and Analysis goals....

We gather and analyze data to make

Inform Policy evidence-based statements about the contours
justice gap.

Monitor Services

We gather and share data, build tools and
Build Capacity provide analytic support and training to the legal
aid community.



State Court Data Availability

Criteria for "Available":

-Multi-year historical case records.

-hosted on a single state-wide website.

-not prohibited from scraping or blocked by CAPTCHA or paywall.

A

Availability Classification

™ Available

Il Unavailable: CAPTCHA
B Unavailable: Cost

B Unavailable: No website
B Unavailable: Prohibited




Contra Costa, CA

Data Collection Status (Jan 2020)

o
(27

San Bernardino, CA

Denton, TX

Collection Status

Bl Completed
(1 Not being collected
Il Regularly collected

Bl Underway

Tarrant, TX

Harris, TX
Fort Bend, TX

Cook, IL

Hillsborough, FL

Pinellas, FL



Data Quality

Cases Filed in 2018

Locale AOC count
Oklahoma 164234
Arkansas 105945

North Dakota 36322

ODGA count

172312

108351

36480

Percent Difference

-4.9

-2.3

-0.4



Cases Per 10,000 Residents
NS
o

Cases Filed Per Capita by Locale (2000-2018)

Bl%r(tel a%a %tt?nty, FL

Oklahoma
Denton County, TX
Arkansas

W Tarrant County, TX (JP)

M Harris County, TX (JP)

Mw Tarrant County, TX (CCL)

2000 2010 2020
year
Party Street Address  Representation Information

—*= included x  affirmative pro se parties identified
—— not included 4+ attorneys identified where applicable



Case Filings

12000

8000

4000

Select Case Filings: Pinellas County, FL (2000-2018)

By case type and year

delinquent tenant - county
contracts and indebtedness

g
~~—foreclosure

2000 2005 2010 2015
year

2020 2025




Capturing Court Data

The Data Gathering Process

e How did you approach the data collection?
e How long did it take?
e What roadblocks did you run into?
o Discuss variations in data accessibility across jurisdictions

What did we learn?

e Overview/summary statements about data quality
e How comprehensive is the data (relative to AOC reports?
e What would you do differently knowing what you know now?



Analysis and Reporting

Descriptive Overview

e [Might want to insert a map displaying counties/states where we’ve gathered data]
e Provide overview of docket size/change over time

o Might want to normalize to cases per 10,000 pop at the county or state level
e Provide more detailed info about a few substantive areas (e.g. debt, evictions)

What’s next?

e Gathering more data from target rich areas (areas with high poverty concentrations and more
detailed court data)
e Beginning more detailed analysis on characteristics of debt, eviction and pro se cases.
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c o U rTO o I s Trial Court Performance Measures

National-Center for State Courts

1.Clearance rates 6.Access and fairness

2.Time to disposition 7.Court employee satisfaction
3.Age of active pending caseload 8.Case file integrity

4.Trial date certainty 9.Cost per case

5.Effective use of jurors 10.Legal Financial Obligations



Non-legal
Paths

Self-Help

Engaged a
Lawyer

Brought to

Brought
Someone Else

Avoided Court

Outcome

15
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Common Data Questions

Who keeps it,
and how and

where do they
keep it?

Is it accurate?

Does it mean
what | think it -
means?

Will they share it?
How?



Civil Justice Data Commons

What?
Why?
How?
with Amy O’Hara

Georgetown McCourt



What data repository

* courts
 legal service providers
« administrative agencies



trusted intermediary (university)
* infrastructure

storage, security, de-id

software, interface, API’s, access
tiers

e governance regime (rules for access)



Genomic data commons
Cancer data commons
California Climate commons



Why

Researchers
operations of court/LSP’s
long term consequences
Stakeholders (legal service providers)
day-to-day operations
consequences



Why

Opioid crisis
Parent gets treatment wants to regain child custody

- Legal services provider

- Court
- Child performs better in school?






Stakeholders
Interests

* day-to-day operations

» understand effects of representation

» understand consequences of court
involvement



what data out there” optimal governance
structure? technical requirements?
Infrastructure build and stress test

Communities
Cleveland, Oklahoma, DC, Wisconsin



What are some of the ways you have used court data to....

e assess or monitor legal needs of residents
e identify people/institutions abusing legal system
e improve court processes

..... In your community and how might easier access to this

information help you moving forward?



