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Debt Collection in VA

Civil Asset Forfeiture in 
Alabama

Evictions 
(Everywhere)

All Criminal and Civil 
(Maryland)



-gathering the data today requires significant technical 
chops

-courts are cash strapped and making data publically 
accessible for secondary analysis is a low priority

-administrative data needs to be cleaned/harmonized

- we’ve seen more and more cases where court 
data can be used to shine a light on legal process 
problems within the courts and bad actors who 
are leveraging courts for personal gain

- open data movement is strong (and not going 
away)

-considerable interest from organizations outside 
of the legal world for this information

-e-filing is improving data quality



Office of Data Governance and Analysis goals….

We gather and analyze data to make 
evidence-based statements about the contours 
justice gap.

We report on the nexus of legal services and 
community needs.

We gather and share data, build tools and 
provide analytic support and training to the legal 
aid community.







Data Quality
Cases Filed in 2018

Locale AOC count ODGA count Percent Difference

Oklahoma 164234 172312 -4.9

Arkansas 105945 108351 -2.3

North Dakota 36322 36480 -0.4







The Data Gathering Process

● How did you approach the data collection? 
● How long did it take?
● What roadblocks did you run into?

○ Discuss variations in data accessibility across jurisdictions

What did we learn?

● Overview/summary statements about data quality
● How comprehensive is the data (relative to AOC reports?
● What would you do differently knowing what you know now?

Capturing Court Data 



Descriptive Overview 

● [Might want to insert a map displaying counties/states where we’ve gathered data]
● Provide overview of docket size/change over time 

○ Might want to normalize to cases per 10,000 pop at the county or state level
● Provide more detailed info about a few substantive areas (e.g. debt, evictions)

What’s next?

● Gathering more data from target rich areas (areas with high poverty concentrations and more 
detailed court data)

● Beginning more detailed analysis on characteristics of debt, eviction and pro se cases.

Analysis and Reporting



Leveraging court data



●

1.Clearance rates
2.Time to disposition
3.Age of active pending caseload
4.Trial date certainty
5.Effective use of jurors

6.Access and fairness
7.Court employee satisfaction
8.Case file integrity
9.Cost per case
10.Legal Financial Obligations



15

Non-legal 
Paths

Self-Help

Engaged a 
Lawyer

Brought to 
Court

Avoided Court

Outcome
Brought 

Someone Else 
to Court



Your slides here



Common Data Questions

Who keeps it, 
and how and 
where do they 
keep it? Is it accurate?

Will they share it? 
How?

Does it mean 
what I think it 
means?



Civil Justice Data Commons

What? 
Why?
How?

with Amy O’Hara

Georgetown McCourt



What data repository

• courts
• legal service providers
• administrative agencies



trusted intermediary  (university)
• infrastructure 

storage, security, de-id
software, interface, API’s, access 

tiers 

• governance regime (rules for access) 



Genomic data commons
Cancer data commons
California Climate commons



Why

Researchers
operations of court/LSP’s
long term consequences 

Stakeholders (legal service providers)
day-to-day operations
consequences



Why  
Opioid crisis

Parent gets treatment wants to regain child custody

- Legal services provider
- Court
- Child performs better in school?



Why



Stakeholders
interests

• day-to-day operations
• understand effects of representation
• understand consequences of court 

involvement



what data out there? optimal governance 
structure? technical requirements? 
Infrastructure build and stress test

Communities
Cleveland, Oklahoma, DC, Wisconsin



● assess or monitor legal needs of residents

● identify people/institutions abusing legal system 

● improve court processes 

….. in your community and how might easier access to this 

information help you moving forward?

What are some of the ways you have used court data to….


