
Examining Eviction Disparities 
in Shelby County



Background

● Non-partisan grantmaking 
organization established by an 
act of Congress.

● Funding legal aid organizations 
that provide civil legal aid to low 
income individuals and families 
across the country.

● LSC conducts research about 
the state of civil legal needs in 
the United States.

Visit Us @
www.lsc.gov

http://www.lsc.gov
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County-Level Summaries Do Not Tell The Whole Story
● We have collected over 110,000 eviction cases filed from 2016 through the 

present. 
● We estimate over 26,000 eviction filings in Shelby County each year between 

2016 and 2019.
● This is roughly 16.6 eviction filings per 100 renter households.
● These numbers belie the racial and socioeconomic disparities in evictions.



Concentration of Eviction Filings in 2019



Low-Income, Predominantly Minority Census Tracts Experience 
Higher Eviction Filing Rates



Relationship Between Race/Ethnicity and Eviction is Consistent Over Time



Some Tracts Experience Consistently High Eviction Filing Rates



Outstanding Judgements Highlight the Long-Term Financial Burden of 
Evictions 



Weekly Eviction Filings in Shelby County During COVID-19, Jan-Sept 2020



Patterns Displayed Over Time Continue During the COVID-19 Pandemic



Summary and Next Steps

What we see:

● Shelby County is not an outlier. The patterns we see here are 
patterns that exist in other parts of the country. 

● Tennessee has an opportunity to lead the nation by 
leveraging available data to target resources in an impactful 
manner.

Future work:

● New LSC Study: Eviction Law and Justice in America
● Community Partnerships: LSC is looking for opportunities to 

partner with local communities to build tools that leverage 
court data to understand current need and build targeted 
strategies. 
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